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the formula got changed a bit. It Is a sinple story.
The Revenue Conmittee heard the bill. You know we
have been concerned about 816, we have been concerned
about the various formula bills. And so our counsel,
Don Norden, said, he said to us, he said, ' YOuknow,
this little airline tax bill which is a 9700, 000 annual
property tax bill is distributed back to counties on
the basis of valuation. That probably is unconstitu-
tional. The Revenue Committee at |east ought to clean
up the problem" So we did. We sinply nade a little
di nky change which results in a $9,000 | oss apparently
in one of Senator Habernman's counties. Of' course he
will gain 49,000 because of the other effect oi the

bill, but we made the little din\lz% change that we
t hought woul d sinply conformto what current rulings
are. | then asked the Attorney General io0z' an opinion

on the question and the Attorney Ceneral wote back,
to nmy surprise, but he said, look, we think in the case
oi the airline tax evaluation formula i s pz' obabl v okay.
But by that tine the change had been madesndthe bill
was noving through and so we said, well leave It al one
because it is not that big of a deal and it really
Isn't that big of a deal, you know. We are onlv

tal ki ng about 4700,000 and how It is divvied up and,
shoot, the net gains and | osses to counties are verY
small . And when you add the other effect of the bill,
that is, it is going to nake certain that the caz line
industry pays its fair share of our taxes and that
noney is then allocated out, there are no real |osses
to any of our counties. They are all going to be win-
ners ~ this bill passes. Now this bill has got sone
other things in it that are inportant, sone things
that the Departnent of Revenue needed in terns of
appeal rights at a heaz Ing and so on and so forth.

PRESI DENT: One mi nute.

SENATOR V. JOHNSON. It would be wong for us, and | am
not ki dding you, it would be wong ior us to delay this
bill, and particularly to stub our toe because we think
sonehow this is the 816 fight in mniature. It |s not.
| genuinely am persuaded that it Is not the 816 fight
in mniature. Now, finally, | know where these little
seeds of suspicion are sown. They are sown by Bill
Peters who is a |lobbyist for the railroad industry who
has been paid 417,000 to beat this bill back, |' ve

got the | obby reports right out hez'e. Now | f you want
to go along with this charade and cost the State of
Nebraska a mi|lion bucks, 4800,000, that is your prerog-
ative but it would be a zeal nistake |In nmy opinion.

And, Senator Haberman | know, knows better than this.
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